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Introduction

In 1934, G'eorge Shannon McrCune wag'
sarving as' a Presbyterian missionary in
P’yongyang, Korea- ’ Hee was President of
the Union Christian College of' Korea,,
known in Korean as Soong Sil

,
and con-

currently, Princioal1 of Soong Sil Academy ..

He also had a country district west of
P'yong.yang to whose churches he itinerated
on many week-ends.. In addition, he was a
co-pastor of one of the large city churches'.
The College, which had some 200 students?,
was his chief concern. He was especially
interested in the development of its? agri-
cultural exoerirrrental and extension activ-
ities, including the College dairy located
across the Tatorrg River-, east of the city-
He felt strongly that there?' was a need for
self-help by the students of the College
and Academy and for sound economic- devel-
opment in Korea.

Dr. McrCune had spent six .months in 1931
on furlough in the United States, raising
funds for the-' College - While there he hah
delved into the record's of the Board of
Foreign Missions- of the- Presbyterian Church
of the UVS.A. in New York, gathering mater-
ials for a oaoer he had been asked to- write
for the Jubilee Celebration of the Korea
Mission-

An active and energetic person, George
Shannon McCune was not known- as a scholar..

It is somewhat surprising that- he had1 been'

chosen to write this paper,- though at age

61 in 1934 he was one of the senior miss-
ionaries-.. He may have been selected be-

cause he had been very much involved in

gaining financial support from the home
church in America. Another factor may
have been that one of his brothers-in-law,
Dr. Cleiand F. McAfee, was the Foard Secre-

tary for Korea (or Chosen as it had to be



2

called officially). Another brothen-in-
law, Dr. Lapsle.y A. McAfee,, had been sent
to the Celebration as an official repres-
entative of the Board of Foreign Missions.
Dr. McCune spent a considerable time in-

developing this paper and installing part-
in the Uubilee Celebration.

Though not a scholar, George Shannon
McCune had a real appreciation of the re-
search and scholarship of others. In his-
paper he quotes liberally from 1 !. George
Paik’s The History of Protestant Missions
in Korea,. 1832-1910 « ^ ' This book was based
on Dr. Paik’s doctoral dissertation at YaJle
and Dr. McCune had arranged' for its publio-
ation in 1929 by the Union Christian Coll-
ege Press-. He also acknowledges the help
he received from Dr. FThrry A. Rhodes who
was completing his monumental history of
the Korea Mission of the Presbyterian Church
As Dr. McCune writes: "I have Dr.. Rhodes to
thank- for much that is in this paper.. What
follows is not changed ereatly from his oare
fully prepared history'.. He also quotes
from a paper whicrh Dr. Horace GV Underwood-
had prepared for the 25th Anniversary of
the Korea Mission which he had heard r "I
shall never forget the impression Dr. Und-
erwood made on me twenty-five years’ ago1

when he read his paper."

George Shannon McCune lead : a tumultous'
life as an American missionary in Korea.
Some of the major events in which he was
involved are only mentioned in passing in
this paper, however. His paper dealt with
the relations between the American sup-port-
ers and the Korea Mission and not with the
internal affairs of the Mission and of Korea
so that mention of these- events way not ap-
propriate in the paper. Only a few months’
after his arrival in Korea on September 20,.
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1905 »
he was involved in what has been

termed the Korean Pentecost or the Great
Revival of 1907. In his paper he emphas-
izes its imcortance iruthe early growth
of the Korean Church.- ' His caper does
not mention the trunrped-up Conspiracy Caae
of 1911-1913 >

though Dr. McCune was named
by the Japanese^ as the Chief Conspirator
in this event.. The Korean Mansel Move-
ment of 1919 when Koreans shouted" for
their independence from the Japanese is
only noted in the paper in association
with: the visit to Korea of two Associate
Secretaries of the Foard of Foreign Miss-
ions'- ^ He may have felt constrained" net
to mention such political events, for im-
mediately before he gave his paper, accord-
ing to the urogram, a "reception' of Repres-
entatives from the (Japanese) Government-
Gene ral" took place- ^

In his patter there is no mention of
the confrontation which was looming over
the Shinto Shrine issue which re suited1 in
Dr. McCune’s leaving his work in Korea in
1936. It was an issue which was noted, how-
ever, in some of the other capers given at
the Celebration in 1934. George Shannon
McCune felt very strongly on this- issuer
the forced attendance of students, facul-
ty and, eventually, Christian pastors at
so-called patriotic services' held at the
Shinto Shrines established by the Japan-
ese in Korea.. In the winter of 1936 he
refused the demand of the Japanese prov^-

incial governor that he visit the Shinto
Shrine in P’yongyang. As a consequence r

Dr. McCune was stricced' of all of his cred-
entials as an educator in the Japanese sy-
stem of education, a bitter blow to him. 10 )

He left Korea on March 21, 1936. In his-

last years he taught at Moody Bible Inst-
itute in Chicago. Dr. McCune died on
December 5, 1941.
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The muer, formally titled: "Fifty
Years of Promotion by the Home Board and
Home Church", which George Shannon McCune^
read in T934 starts off with a story about
the first monetary gift of $6 , 000 fortuit-
ously made in New York for the establish-
ment of the Korea Mission?. However, after"
this there are relatively few stories with-
in the paper. This seems odd\,for Dr. Mc-
Cune loved to tell stories.. Some emphasis
is given in the early paragraphs of the
caper to the influence in 1884 of a Korean:
Christian in Japan, whose name in Japanese
romanization was Rijutei. L. G'eorge Paik
in his The History of Protestant Missions
in Korea, 1832-1910 notes that this •person’
was likely a Korean official named Yi Su-*

jong- ' In the later part of the paper,
Dr. McCune gives much emphasis to the work"
of the Board Secretaries' who wrote letters'
and visited Korea; he also lists many other
visitors to Korea.

The Korea Mission was dependent largely
uoon financial support from America during
its first fifty years. A total of $7,-974,700
was spent for the Korea Mission, according
to the calculations Dr. McCune made.. It
is interesting to note that in this same
period this was almost matched by the total
contributions of the indigenous Korean Pres-
byterian Churchy equivalent to $6 ,.948 ,312 ..

During the next fifty years American finan>-
cial support was drastically reduced. In
I984 American support is only an infinites-
maT amount compared to the Korean support
for the five Korean Presbyterian denominat-
ions and their subdivisions. The develop-
ment of a self-supporting and self-propo-
gating Korean church was one of the stellar
achievements of the first fifty years of
Presbyterian missionary activities in Korea.
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The personality of George Shannon
McCune does not come through clearly in
this paper. No doubt the oral presentat-
ion was much more lively.. It is probable
that he either went long over the twenty
minutes allotted to him in the program or
omitted parts of the paper. The editors'
of the volume,, Hhrry A. Rhodes and Richard

-

’

E. Baird, noted that "It has been necessary
to greatly reduce the length of the papers
that were prepared", so that Dr. McCune’s
paper may have been even more lengthy in
its original form. In some of the other
papers given at the Celebration there are
many personal reminiscences, but these are
not found in abundance in this paper which
adheres strictly to its subject. It is
likely that his daughter, Helen Margaret
McCune, ^ tyred the paper and his wife,
Helen Failey McAfee McCune, helped in the
assembly and editing of it.

Dr. McCune’s paper is an interesting
summary of the American support of the Prens-

byterian Mission in Korea. Xt notes that
there were constant problems of remoteness'
and difficulties of communication between
Korea and the United States. The Presbyter-
ian Miss-ion, after it was welT established',,

was in need of more and more funds and was~

often disappointed in the paucity and the

delay in financial support. The recuitment
of able new missionaries with the required!

training and skills was of deep and con-
stant concern. The Mission insisted on a
relatively high degree of autonomy; its

Mission Meetings were held annually under
strict Presbyterian democratic rules. Many

members of the Korea Mission were quite con-

servative in their Presbyterian religious
beliefs and in 1934 some of them were deeply

concerned over the "modern liberalism"
which they felt was growing in the home

church.
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Within Korea the Presbyterian mission-
aries were strong believers in' a self-supp-
orting and independently-organized Korean
Presbyterian Church. They felt that the
Korean Church should take responsibility
for more active efforts to remedy the many
and far-reaching social and economic prob-,
l’ems throughout the land of Korea in 1934.-
Though most of the missionaries were individ-
ually sympathetic with the nationalistic
ambitions of the Korean people who were
under Japanese colonial rule, they were
careful as a Mission to obey the regul-
ations of the Japanese Government-General
of Chosen. Interestingly, there is almost
mo mention of the -relations of the Amer-
ican Presbyterian missionaries to the Jap-
anese authorities in Dr. McCune *s naper..
He obviously refrained from inserting such
comments', though probably tempted'..

5 '

George Shannon McCune emphasizes' in
his paper the Korea Fission’s confidencre
in the work of the Foard of Foreign Missions
in America. At one point he notes that
"in part the Board has directed policies
particularly when other missions were in-
volved." This is a cryptic comment on the
differences between the Foard and the Miss1-

ion on policies for inter-missionary supp-
ort for educational and medical work in
Seoul.. Dr. McCune concludes' his paper:-
"It should be strongly emphasized that the
Board has been and is warmly and sympathet-
ically interested in the Korea Mission and’

has done everything in its power- to cooper-
at with it and gladly would have done more
if available resources in
made more possible

1617 F.W. 7th Place Shannon McCune
Gainesville, Florida

May 1, 1984



21

FIF1Y YEARS OF PROMOTION BY THE HOME BOARD

AND HOME CHURCH

Rev. G S. McCune, D. D., LL. D.

To do justice to the task of preparing this paper on "Fifty Years of

Promotion by the Home Board and Home Church,” the Committee should

have chosen some one in the homeland. However, although it has taken

much time it has proved most interesting to read over Board letters and to

examine Treasurer’s reports. Without the means to carry on, we would

not be able to give glory to God in reporting the marvelous results of fifty

years in Korea which the following papers will reveal. If it had not been for

those men and women of faith and conviction in the fact that Christ died for

the redemption of all men everywhere and the responsibility of providing the

means for publishing this Good News rested upon them, plans and policies of

neither Board nor Mission would be of much avail at this time of Jubilee.

If Two Agree. In 1905, in the heme of my brother-in-law, Dr. C. B. Mc-

Afee in Brooklyn, we met a choice Christian layman, Mr. D. W. McWilliams,

a member of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions who might well be

called the founder of the Korea Mission, wrere we using Oriental terms. He

told some fascinating stories of the interest awakened in the age-old Korea

coming out of her hermitage. The daily papers had played up President

Arthur’s reception of the Korean embassy in New York and Washington in

September, 1883, after the signing of the treaty. These reports caught the

imagination of those deeply interested in foreign missions. Korea came into

the limelight as a new mission field. Rijutei, a Korean Christian who was

living in Japan made an appeal in the Missionary Review of the World,

which was published in March 1884. There was much interesting discussion

in our Foreign Board about starting work and there was some disagreement.

Mr. McWilliams told of how he had read the arguments published by the

American Board urging delay in entering Korea, but Dr. F. F. Ellinwood

was strongly in favor of immediate occupation. As he and Mr. McWilliams

lunched together one day, the Secretary’s arguments for entering Korea

were most convincing. In their discussion, Dr. Ellinwood’s mind was that if

the Board had $ fi,000, the main obstacle would be removed and this settled,

we could open up a mission to Korea at once. Mr. McWilliams remarked

that he had that exact amount in trust, as executor of the Frederick Mar-

quand estate "for the cause of education and the spread of the Gospel of

Jesus Christ, and in encouraging and aiding any good work, either in our

own country or elsewhere.” "If two of you shall agree on earth as touching

anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which

is in heaven.” Yes,—the gospel minister and the Christian layman were in



22 JUBILEE PAPERS, KOREA MISSION, PRESB. CHURCH, U. S. A.

agreement before God in prayer and the work began. Mr. McWilliams

gave a check for $ 6,000, in May, 1884, and Dr. Ellinwood got busy with

plans for Board action.

A Voice from Japan. Our investigations deeply move us when we

know of the appeals to the Board from many angles to begin mission work

in Korea. These circumstances seem nothing short of supernatural. About

this same time, the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions read the appeal

of Rev. George W. Knox, Presbyterian missionary to Japan, one of those who

befriended Korean political refugees, preaching Christ to them : “The

Koreans feel the importance of Western learning. As I have written before,

two of the students have been baptized, and I am told that many others are

deeply interested in Christianity. Is no one ready for this opening in Korea ?

Two clergymen and a physician would make a sufficient force for a start

The missionaries should be on the ground by Aoril next. Cannot our

church send three men to this open field? If our church cannot, will not

some other church obey the call ?
”

An Appeal from China. Most significant after fifty years is that letter

of April 14, 1884, by Rev. Gilbert Reid, one of our Presbyterian missionaries

in Chefoo, appealing to our Board on Korea's behalf : “I am still enthusia-

stically interested in the immediate occupation of Korea. I base my opinion

on intelligence received from the Japan side, the China side, the Manchuria

side, and from Korea itself. By this I mean, as you indicated in your letter

of the first date, labor not as missionaries so much as in the capacity of a

teacher and a physician. Both teacher and physician should come well

equipped, the one with proper books for teaching English, and the other with

medicine and instruments... I urge the sending of two such men at once

If efforts are made, they should be made now. If men should come at

once and confer with the missionaries and the Koreans in Japan, a good

preparation would be made.”

Facing Fears. We read in the “History of Protestant Missions in

Korea,” “These pleas received little attention. There were several causes

for the indifference of the American churches. First of all, there was

ignorance of Koreans and of conditions in Korea. William E. Griffis pub-

lished his pioneering volume on Korea in 1882, but ns the author states, the

name of the country did not mean anything more than “sea-shell” to many
people. Missionary executives knew something about the severe persecution

of the Catholics and the uncertainty of the political conditions, and feared

to start an undertaking. There was too, danger of a French attack on

Korea. “The Foreign Missionary,” the official organ of the Presbyterian

Church in the U. S. A. expressed this fear in an editorial which rends :

“It would not be strange that the French should extend their ambition
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to punish both China and Korea with one blow. With regard to China

the grievance is a "trumped-up” affair, like that of the wolf with the

lamb at the stream, but with Korea there is a sore grudge. Once in

the past a French fleet attempted to chastise Korea for the murder of

eight Jesuit missionaries in a wholesale massacre of native Christians.

Their overwhelming disaster in the Franco-German War put a stop to

these operations for the time being. But now, again on the warpath and

flushed with victory, what may they not be expected to do? In view of all

such possible eventualities, how great is our reason for earnest prayer that

God will avert the threatened war.”

Cautiously Considering. The Board knowing the lack of treaty per-

mission for religious propaganda were cautious in taking the first steps.

A letter of Sir Harry Smith Parkes, Ambassador of Great Britain to

Korea, in January, 1884, shows a ‘way’: “Whether the right to pros-

elyte will be conceded or not, must in no small degree depend upon

the judgment and discretion of the first pioneers of the missionary

field. By the time that the first missionaries are prepared, by a competent

knowledge of the language and the character of the people, we may hope

to see ignorant hostility yielding to enlightenment, and opposition disarmed

by a better acquaintance with the new teaching. Medical missions would

doubtless prove the most competent means of overcoming the opposition of

the leading classes and of enlisting the active sympathy of the people."

Funds Provided. Thus we see that our Board of Foreign Missions had

a call “to send” from missionaries in China and Japan, and the Macedonian

call from Korea “to come over and help” through Rijutei, a Korean of high

rank. We see that they were convinced of not rashly hazarding lives in

taking a chance. Above all, that most difficult obstacle, the necessary $6,000

fund was provided. “How shall they preach except they be sent ? ” was

answered. The next step was to answer “How shall they hear without a

preacher?” So the Board began to seek the preacher.

First Missionaries Appointed by Board. The English born, son of a

gospel minister, American trained, in Maryville College, Tennessee, and in

the University of Tennessee Medical College, John W. Heron, M. D. and his

southern wife Hattie Gibson Heron, daughter of a physician, were the first

Protestant missionaries appointed to Korea in April, 1884. The Heron’s

going was delayed and they did not arrive until June, 1885.

Allen Answers. Why was Dr. Allen restless in China? Why did he

write that letter June 6, 1884 to Joseph Hass of the Korean Customs

service inquiring whether the services of a physician were needed and the

letter of June 8th, to the Foreign Board asking for appointment to Korea,

requesting a cable reply? Prayers were ascending. Allen answered, ihe
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first "preacher,” a physician, was found; he left Shanghai September 14th

and arrived in Seoul the 20th. This first missionary to Korea was appointed

physician to the U.S legation and later to the British, Chinese and Japanese

legations, making it possible for him to reside in Korea, thus evading the

Korean Government’s opposition to welcoming missionaries.

A Picked Preacher. Jesus, in Matthew, tenth chapter, said, "And as ye

go, preach, saying, The Kingdom of heaven is at hand. Heal the sick.” Now
for an evangelist. God had been preparing the Rutgers student, H. G.

Underwood since in the fall of 1880 when he yielded himself to God for

service in the foreign field. I shall never forget the impression Dr.

Underwood made on me twenty-five years ago when he read his paper at

the 25th Anniversary of our Mission. Hear his own wcrds uttered at that

time: “We can but compare as it were, yesterday with today, and are com-

pelled to stand in awe as we watch what He is doing, and with bated breath

to exclaim, “What hath God wrought !
” In the winter of ’82—’83 the' Rev.

Dr. Oltmans, now of the Meiji Gakuin of Tokyo, but then a student, gathered

the volunteers at New Brunswick together, and read them a paper he had

been appointed to prepare on the Hermit Kingdom just opened to the

Western World. The simple story of these twelve or thirteen millions

without the Gospel; of the church in America praying for an open door,

the door opened through Admiral Shufelt’s treaty of 1882 and the thought

of a year and more having passed without a move on the part of the church,

so stirred me that I determined to set to work, and find some one to go.

India or Korea ? “For myself, I believed I had been called to India,

and in this conviction had made certain special preparations for that field,

and had spent a year in medical study, but I certainly felt there must be

others who would be ready to go ; yet do what I would, urge as I might, a

year passed, and still no one had offered, no church seemed ready to

enter, and even the leaders in foreign mission work of the churches were

writing articles urging that it was too early to enter Korea. It was then that

the message came home to me. “Why not go yourself?” But India, her

needs, and the peculiar call I believed I had to that field, the partial special

preparations, all loomed up and seemed to bar the way.

Letter not Posted. “Every door seemed closed and at first it appeared

impossible to open them. Twice I applied to my own church but lack

of funds compelled them to decline. Twice I had applied to the Presbyterian

Board only to be told it was useless. The door seemed closing on Korea and

wide open to stay at home or to follow my first intention of going to India.

I had about decided upon this course and had written with much reluctance

of a call to a New York Church; had sealed this letter and was about to

drop it in the letter lox when it seemed as though I heard a voice saying,
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"No one for Korea ? How about Korea ’’? I drew the letter back in my hand

determined to make another effort Koreaward and turned my face once

again toward 23 Center Street (the old Presbyterian Board rooms). This

time the secretary that I had previously seen was out and I saw a new face,

that of Dr. F. F. Ellinwood, who assured me of his interest and in a few

days I was notified that at the next metting of the Board I should be

appointed.”

Underwoods Unflinching. This evangelistic-educational preacher was

appointed July 28, 1884 and sailed from Sari Francisco December ICth.

That great Christian layman who "stood by the stuff" at home, John T.

Underwood, went with his brother as far as Chicago when on his way to

Korea. That was the beginning of a partnership that not only continued

through the years of Dr. Underwood’s life, but still continues through this

half century of work in Korea.

Forces Increased. In the home churches praying m n, women and

children were interceding for Korea and were giving as God prospered them

for the work in Korea, Young men and women wtre c ffering themselves

for life service for the Korean people. The Board representing the

Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. led by the Holy Spirit cho-e missionaries

and sent them to proclaim the promise: “Whosoever shall call upon the

name of the Lord shall be saved.” These missionaries were sent to answer

these challenging questions: “How then shall they call on Him in whom
they have not believed? How shall they believe in Him of whom they have

not heard?” As to arrival, Dr. and Mrs. Allen were first, then Dr. Under-

wood, followed by Dr. and Mrs. Heron, later by a single woman. Miss Annie

J. Ellers (Mrs. Bunker) who came on July 4th, 1887 “to take charge of very

important work among women including both the higher and lower classes.”

These were the first six missionaries.

Permanent Provision Planned. We take so much for granted on the

Mission field. We distribute our apportionment, each feeling the responsibility

of his own work and trying his best to consider the whole Mission. But too

little thought is given to those who carry the responsibilities of cultivating

the home church, in informing friends in the homeland of the progress of the

foreign mission enterprise and in raising the money necessary not only

to continue the work but in increasing the amount year by year to keep up

with the growth.

Growth in Giving. The income and expenditures for 1831-1885 totaled

$6,210.00 of which ?t>,000 was the gift of McWilliams. In four years the total

for Korea reached an arm unt double that of the opening year. At the end

of the first ten years the Board received trora the Home Church and used

for Korea § 35,SCO 20. Interest was growing in Foreign Missions and the
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Board continued its peculiarly deep interest in Korea. There were now
carefully chosen missionaries on the mission roll and the Korean Christians

numbered 236. The total contributions for this tenth year from the Korean

Church were § 14. The Board cooperated heartily in the policy of self-

support which began to take hold at this time. In the 20th year the sum
that the Board raised for Korea in the homeland amounted to $ 78,455.60

and that same year Korean Christians gave $ 8222. In the 25th year the

total expended by the Board for Korea was $165,392.20. This was largely

the result of the special Korea Propaganda, permission for which .was

granted by the Board after the Great Revival of 1907.

Greater Growth in Giving—Thousands to Millions. The total amount

expended for Korea by the Board of Foreign Missions in the first 25 years

was $ 1,274,700, while the Korean Presbyterian Church contributions in

these same years amounted to $ 255,400. Since 1909 and including this

year the Board expenditures in Korea total $ 6,700,009. This makes the

huge sum of money raised at the home base and expended by the Board of

Foreign Missions in fifty years for Korea alone, $ 7,974,700. During the

same period the contributions of the Korean Church total $6,948,312.

Korea Propaganda. When the doors of Korean hearts were thrown

wide open at the time of the Great Revival in 1907, it seemed that if a

determined forward move would be made, the speedy evangelization of

Korea could be accomplished. At the Annual Meeting of our Mission on

September 30, 1907 we were unanimous in the action taken on the resolution

presented by the Rev. S. A. Moffett, D. D. : “Whereas we believe that were

the Korea Mission reinforced within the next two years by the appointment

of three physicians, seventeen ordained men for evangelistic and educational

work, and twenty single women for evangelistic and educational work, it

would be possible to open two new stations and to provide a minimum
reinforcement for our present stations, and whereas we believe that with

this reinforcement we should probably be able to meet our responsibility for

the evangelization of Korea and the education of the church, therefore be it

resolved that we request the Board so to reinforce the Korea Mission.”

Board Acts. Dr. Llnderwood and four other Korea missionaries were

in New York City together on furlough. They secured permission to address

the Board on this emergency opportunity. These five men separately with

deep fervor, presented to the Board the pressing needs of Korea. The
Board members were profoundly stirred. Dr. C. B. McAfee now the Korea

Secretary of the Board, voiced the feeling of all as he exclaimed, "Brethren,

we must do something about this.” The following action of the Board taken

on November 7th shows how the Board and Mission working together were

able to accomplish the greatest results we have ever witnessed : “The mis-
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sionaries in conference and the official estimates of the Mission agree that

there is imperative need for new missionary residences; they also agree on

second emphasis for educational equipment ; also that twenty new mission-

aries are needed to man the educational work and direct the rapidly develop-

ing evangelistic work, the resultant demand being $ 40,000 annually for

these new workers, and new residences for them at a cost of $ 3,C00 each or

$ 60,000 for this purpose. The needs were estimated at $ 18,000 for mis-

sionaries nov/ on the field, $ 50,000 for present schools and new ones, twenty

new missionaries and twenty residences for new missionaries.”

Mission Rejoices. Dr. and Mrs. Underwood, on their return from

furlough, made a report to Annual Meeting. The Mission Minutes referring

to Dr. Underwood’s report read: ‘‘Prolonged applause greeted him as he

arose, and his thrilling account of the many direct answers to prayer and

God’s marvelous leading through the entire campaign, stirred the Mission

to profound gratitude and to a deeper sense of the responsibilities resting

upon it.”

Following is Dr. Rhodes' account of the Korea Propaganda: “When the

Propaganda was organized (1907) there were forty-six members of the Mis-

sion exclusive of wives. The request was for forty more, twenty men and

twenty single women, or a total of eighty-six. This goal was reached in

1921, when the total, exclusive of wives, was ninety-three and the total

membership of the Mission one hundred and fifty. These totals have been

maintained during the years since, the largest membership of one hundred

and sixty-two (of whom sixty were wives) having been reached in 1925, but

since the number has dropped back to an average membership of one

hundred and fifty-five. Although the Mission asked for six ntvv mi-sionaries

each year (exclusive of wives) to fill vacancies, the actual number received

during a twenty-year perion ( 191 1-1930).was an average of three and one-half

each year, while during the same period the losses by death and resignation

were two and one-fourth each year which left a net increase of twenty-five

(not counting wives.)”

I have Dr. Rhodes to thank for much that is in this paper. What

follows is not changed greatly from his carefully prepared history. In

reviewing the relation between the Mission and the Board we see the high

points of Fifty Years of Promotion by the Home Board and Home Church

Mission’s Confidence in Board. In one sense the development of the

work of the Mission has depended upon what the Board was willing and able

to do. The Mission and its members have always been waiting anxiously for

the reply of the Foard in answer to various requests. The Board's super-

vision has followed in part the workers and funds it has sent out. In part

the Board has directed policies particularly when other missions were
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involved The support ot the Board and of the sending church has been a

great comfort to the missionaries. It has given assurance that the work

begun will not be interrupted except in times of crises.

Four Presidents, Six Treasurers. Fortunately during the history of

the Mission the organization of the Board has not been subject to frequent

changes. During the half-century there have been but four presidents of the

Board : Rev. John D. Wells, D D., Rev. George Alexander, D. D., Rev. J. C.

R. Ewing, D. D., and Rev. Chas. R. Erdman, D. D., LL. D. To the Mission,

one of the most important officers of the Board is the treasurer. The

number of treasurers also has been few: William Rankin, G. K. Harroun,

William Dulles, Jr., Charles W. Hand, Dwight H. Day and Russell Carter.

Three Street Addresses. The familiar address “156 Fifth Avenue”

dates from 1895. Before that time the Board’s offices were at 63 Fifth

Avenue, and first at 23 Centre Street. The relation of the Mission to the

Board ex'ends, either directly or indirectly to all the Board’s secretaries,

officers, committees, and depart ments.

Three Spirit Filled Secretaries. During half a century there have

been but three Korea Secretaries : the Rev. F. F. Ellinwood, D. D.; Rev. A.

J. Brown, D. D. LL. D.; Rev. C. B. McAfee, D. D., LL. D. These three

have practically handled the correspondence, supervised the work and

carried the responsibility and largely borne the burdens of the Mission from

the home end. Dr. Brown was the Secretary for one year more than half

of the fifty. During his term of office, he and Mrs. Brown visited Korea

twice. Dr. Ellinwood was never in Korea, and Dr. and Mrs. McAfee made

their visit to Korea a few years ago before he became Board Secretary.

Dr. McAfee, however, has been a member of the Board for 30 years.

Secretaries Master Letter Writers. The Korea Mission has for many
years been the largest mission under our Board and the correspondence

involved is a large task in itself Beginning in September, 1910, the Board

letters have been numbered. Since then over eight hundred letters have

been written to the Mission besides many "general letters” to all of the

missions. Often the letters have been long, covering from ten to twenty

pages each. In addition to the "Board letters” there have been letters to

the treasurer, to the Executive Committee, and thousands of letters to

individual missionaries. Among these have been letters of condolence,

letters of Christmas greeting, letters dealing with the personal problems of

the missionaries.

The successful Roard Secretary must be a master letter writer. To

write letters to the same mission year after year and not be stereotyped, not

say the same things in the same way, not to grant a request and yet show in

a convincing and sympathetic way why it cannot be granted— to write
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letters in this way is a fine art. Every member of the Mission has been

encouraged by personal, helpful letters from our Secretaries.

Ellinwood Retires. The relation between the Mission and the

Secretary has been both intimate and tender. In 1903, by Mission action,

letters of appreciation and greeting were written to Dr. Ellinwood, who
was laying down his work as the Secretary of the Mission, and to Dr. Brown
who was taking it up.

First Twenty Years in Korea. The following year the Board asked

Dr. Ellinwood to write a congratulatory letter to the Mission upon the

completion of twenty years of its history. He wrote: “It has been my
great privilege to know something of your entire history as a Mission, and

to have felt the keenest interest in every step of your progress from the

first. I remember with gratitude the fact that in the providence of God a

generous sum was given to the Board by a single individual, without which

it would not have then been possible to inaugurate the Mission. I recall the

cablegram which as Secretary of the Board I was ordered to send to Dr.

Allen directing him to go from China to Korea. The extent and readiness

with which your people have borne their burdens and submitted to self-

denials, and have persevered in Christian constancy, are full of assurance

for the future. God bless you with such constant care and success that the

next score of years shall record vastly greater successes. Some of us will

not be here to pass them in review, but we shall share in the rejoicing.”

Ellinwood says in his letter that during these twenty years ninety joined the

Mission of whom seventy-four still remained.

Mission Sends Birthday Greetings to Dr. Ellinwood. Two years

later the Evangelistic Committee of the Mission was directed to write a letter

of “Birthday Greeting” to Dr. Ellinwood. It was signed by all the members

of the Mission. This is the first paragraph: “The Korea Mission sends you

greetings and congratulations on having passed the eightieth milestone on

life's way. The Lord of Life has permitted you to serve long in the work

of bringing in 1 1 is Kingdom in the world, and we thank Him that He called

you to the great work of foreign missions. It was our privilege to receive

your counsel and encouragement at the time when we were being schooled

in the first principles of mission work, and much of the success that has

followed our labors in this land is due to you as our Corresponding

Secretary.”

Brown Follows for Quarter of a Century. The mutual relationship of

esteem and love continued under the secretaryship of Dr. Brown, covering

a period of more than a quarter of a century. Dr. Brown's spirit breathes

forth in the following: “There is a peculiarly appealing quality in the

Korean Christians. I met them in various parts of the country, in villages
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and cities, churches and homes and everywhere I was profoundly impressed

by their sincerity and devotion.. After an address I asked the Koreans

to tell me in their own way what they found in Christ that led them to love

and serve Him. One after another, men arose and answered my question.

I jotted down their replies and find the following in my notebook

:

“Salvation”, “deliverance”, "peace” “eternal life”, “guidance”, “strength”,

"joy”, and "comfort”.

“As we bowed together in a closing prayer my heart went out to them

as to those who, with fewer advantages than I had enjoyed, had nevertheless

learned more that I of the deep things of God.

“A visit to Chosen is a tonic to faith. Nowhere else in the world is

there a more significant illustration of the Gospel’s response to human need

and the value of personal work. Making all due allowance for other causes

and the exceptional conditions that undoubtedly existed, the fact remains

that the Divine power has moved in a remarkable way upon the land of

Morning Calm. One does not wonder that Mrs. Isabella Bird Bishoflsaid

that the mission work there was the most impressive she saw in any part of

the world.”

On Brown’s Retirement Mission’s Affectionate Greeting. The
Mission presented embroidered panels to Dr. and Mrs. Brown upon Dr.

Brown’s retirement from the secretaryship of the Board. The Mission

expressed appreciation of the personal relation of friendship and love which

had marked these years of his dealing with us as individuals and as a Mission;

our admiration of the very efficient way with which he had dealt with many
problems and difficulties which had arisen through the years; and our grati-

tude for the inspiration and encouragement we had received because of the

patient and sympathetic consideration which he had given us in the many
perplexities and emergencies with which we have mutually had to deal.

“We rejoice in all that you have done for us as a Mission and recognize your

indefatigable efforts for, and sympathetic presentation of, our needs to the

home church, as factors which in no small measure have contributed to the

successful work of the Mission and the widespread establishment of the

church in Korea. We hope for the continuance of your prayers on our be-

half as a Mission, and we wish to assure you and Mrs. Brown of our affec-

tionate remembrance at the Throne of Grace.”

McAfee Succeeds Brown. These are more than formal routine

statements. They express the sincere regard that the Secretary and the

missionaries have for each other. When Dr. McAfee became Secretary,

many in the Missidn wrote him personal letters welcoming him as Dr.

Brown's successor. He has shown keen insight and has been spiritually
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sympathetic in the solution of some of the most serious personal problems
the Mission has ever faced.

Visits from Secretaries. The Mission has always desired frequent

visits by the Secretaries of the Board. It would be a great advantage if

the Secretary for a particular field could reside on the field a few months at

intervals of five years.

The first visit of a Secretary of the Board to Korea was in the fall

of 1889, by the Rev. Arthur Mitchell, D. D. and Mrs. Mitchell. They were

on a tour of the Board’s missions in the Far East. An account of their

visit is given by Mrs. H. G. Underwood, who was then a bride of a few

months and just recently returned from that famous “honeymoon” trip to

the far north of Korea. She says that the Mission received “much help

and advice” from Dr. Mitchell. He “persuaded Seoul station to remove the

ban they had put upon doing evangelistic work” as a result of the “Interdict

of 1888.” "During the doctor’s visit there came one night a severe storm of

wind and rain. The rain poured in on the floor. The roof leaked over us

but with umbrellas and waterproofs we kept dry. In the morning, however,

at the sight of the floor, and the paper windows hanging in shreds, Dr.

Mitchell gave us a severe reprimand for our carelessness, warning us that

missionaries are far too expensive commodities to be so poorly protected.”

Dr. Mitchell wrote to the Board: “Notwithstanding all the perplexities that

have attended the work in Korea, if you could see this group of young,

intelligent, and ardent men and women, the seed and certain prophecy of

the true church of Christ in Korea; if you could see their work and hear

their prayers, you members of the Board would stand up and sing a hymn of

praise to God.”

Robert E. Speer’s First Visit. The second visit was by Mr. Robert E.

Speer in 1897. He arrived in Fusan on August 2nd in company with Mr. W.

Henry Grant. They went by coast steamer to Chemulpo, on to Chinnampo

and up the Taidong River to Pyengyang where they stayed a week. They

made the return trip overland with the Rev. Graham Lee to Seoul, where

they attended a ten-day mission meeting, after which they proceeded overland

to Chemulpo from which port they sailed for China. Mr. Speer, in his

thorough statesmanlike way, wrote an account of his visit in a pamphlet of

forty-seven pages. lie discussed the causes of growth of the work in Korea,

the methods and policies of the Mission, the problems and dangers of this

work. He regarded the methods that were being used as “eminently wise,”

the rules as "full of hard sense.” Hon. James M. B. Sill, the United States

Minister to Korea in an interview with Mr. Speer stated: “The missionaries

here are a strong, level-headed, efficient body of men. They are a remark-

able group. I have had the greatest pleasure in associating with them.
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Some people say missionaries are a troublesome lot, but I have never met

men more sensible, more easy to get along with. I think highly of them.”

Mr. Speer’s conclusion in regard to the Korean Church was, "It appears

to be a good church founded on a good basis.” He was very much impressed

when upon leaving Fyengyang, nearly fifty Christians walked five miles in

the rain and held a farewell prayer meeting in a thatch covered wayside

church.

Dr. and Mrs. Brown’s First Visit. The next secretarial visit was

made by Dr. and Mrs. A. J. Brown in 1901, during a period of one month.

On a Communion Sunday in May, in Pyengyang, Dr. Brown delivered the

charge to two Korean elders who were being ordained. One of them

afterwards became the famous Pastor Kil.

Dr. Brown wrote a report of his visit to Korea. He discussed the

problems under the two headings, political and missionary. With rare

insight he forecast the political events of the next few years. He spoke of

the friendliness and good qualities of the Korean people. He took up the

different departments of the work of the Mission—evangelistic, educational,

medical, philanthropic. He was much impressed with the mission's policy

of self support saying, “In proportion to the results achieved, less money
has been spent in developing the native work than in any other field in the

world.” He advised the Mission to proceed toward the organization of the

church and to institute more educational work. He advised a mediating

position between "developing” and "restricting” the medical work. He
commended the "wise missionary architecture” used in Pyengyang and

said that the Korean style buildings made it look as if Christianity had "taken

root in the native soil and become a part of the country.” In answer to the

question, “Will the work in Korea become permanent?” he wrote, “I can

only say the present signs of permanency are as manifest as in any other

mission I have visited.”

Brown’s Second Visit. Eight years later. Dr. and Mrs. Brown again

visited Korea. They went to all the stations of the Mission except Kangkei.

In the two hundred-page printed report of his visit to Japan, Korea, and

China, about thirty-five pages arc given to Korea. During that interval of

eight years, the Mission had almost doubled (53 to 101) and the number of

mission stations increased from four to eight. The number of churches and

groups had increased over three-fold (300 to 971); of adherents more than

sevenfold f 1 3,fjF9 to 9r>,443) ; while the total contributions of the Korean
Church had increased cightcenfold. In comparing his two visits I)r. Brown
says : "When I journeyed through Korea in 19t0/I was stirred by the won-
derful things that God was doing. I asked myself then as many others did

’\N ill this work continue?’ In 19CQ I found no signs of abatement but rather
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of increasing power.” During the interval, the Japan-Russian war had been

fought, the great Korean revival had occurred, and the Korea propaganda

had been completed. It was a most opportune time, therefore, for Dr.

Brown to visit the field. It was during this visit that the division of territory

among the missions was consummated and hearty approval granted by the

Board.

Many Inspiring Helpful Visitors. Bringing inspiration from the

Home Church and getting a first hand view of Korea to take home for

promotion with the Home Church, were the visits from many friends among
whom were the following : Miss Ellen Parsons, editor of Women and Mis-

sions ; Mr. L. H. Severance and the Rev. John Fox, D. D. of the Board, Mr.

and Mrs. D. W. James, (Mr. James was ex-chairman of the Finance Com-

mittee of the Board)., Mr. and Mrs. D. B. Gamble and their three boys in

1909. Visits by representatives of the Board and of the church at large

have been more frequent. Rev. Stanley White, D. D. and Mrs. White came

in 1913 and with them was Dr. Wilton Merle-Smith.

Speer’s Second Visit. In 1915, Dr. Robert E. Speer made a second

visit to Korea. With him were Mr. Dwight H. Day, Treasurer; David

Bovaird, M. D., Medical Advisor, and Mrs. Bovaird, and Guthrie Speers.

Their visit covered a period of a week in September during which they

visited Seoul, Pyengyang and Syenchun. Part of the time was spent in

Mission meeting in Pyengyang. Because their visit was so brief they asked

that it be considered ‘‘an afternoon call on their way home from what had

been real visits to Siam and the Philippines.” Drs. Speer and Bovaird and

Mr. Day each submitted brief reports. It was a time of particular difficulty

in the history of the Mission owing to the tenseness of the political situation

and the problems of education, including the “college question.”

Dr. Speer’s report was entitled "Some Problems of the Mission work in

Korea." These problems were listed as the "Korean Church,” "The College

in Seoul,” “Regulations for Religious Propaganda,” "Regulations regarding

Private Schools.” "Conference with Officials in Seoul.” Under the circum-

stances that existed in Korea at that time, it is not surprising that some of

Dr. Speer's statements and attitudes on the questions that were raised, were

not pleasing to the Mission or to the Koreans. Dr. Speer generously recog-

nized the difficulties involved and in a concluding statement said, "I cannot

close this report on Korea without bearing testimony again to the conscien-

tiousness and sincerity which dominated the discussion of the difficult ques-

tions which were laid before the Mission meeting and which will surely enable

the majority of the Mission to appreciate other points and convictions than

their own. There should be hearty recognition of the efforts of the Mission

to deal with the most trying problems and difficulties of such an era of
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transition as few, if any missions of the Board, have ever been called upon

to pass through.”

Dr. Bovaird wrote his report under the heading, ‘‘Some Problems of

Medical Missions in Korea.” He received a “shock” as he put it, and said it

was quite evident that the medical work of the Mission was beyond the

strength of the staff at that time. Three out of seven hospitals of the Mis-

sion were closed. He regarded “the present as a critical time for the

medical school.” He was greatly impressed with the work of Severance

Hospital and said, “I do not believe I have ever seen any institution in which

so much work of high quality was being done in the same area.”

Visits from other Board Members, Secretaries and Church Leaders.

In 1915, Dr. T. H. P. Sailer, Honorary Education Secretary of the Board, and

Mrs. Sailer were in Korea. During the next fifteen years (1916-1930) the

following representatives of the Board visited Korea ; in 1917 the Rev. Henry

Sloan Coffin, D. D., LL. D. ; in 1919 at the time of the Korea Independence

Movement, the Rev. William P. Schell, D. D. and the Rev. George T. Scott,

D. D., Associate Secretaries ; Mr. James M. Speers, now vice-president of the

Board, and Mrs. Speers ; in 1922, Rev. Charles R. Eroman, D. D., LL. D. then

a member and now President of the Board, Miss Margaret Hodge, Vice

President, Mr. Carter Milliken, Educational Secretary, and Rev. W. II.

Foulkes, D. D. representing the New Era Movement; in 1925, the Rev. C.

B. McAfee, D. D. member of the Board and Mrs. McAfee ; in 1926, Dr.

Rob. rt E Speer, Mrs. Charles N. Roys, and Miss Gertrude Schultz, Board

Secretaries, Rev. Hugh T. Kerr, D. D., LL. D., and Mrs. George McKee; in

1929, Dr. David McConaughy, Secretary of Stewardship and Mrs.

McCon tughy
; E. M. Dodd, M. D., Medical Secretary, and the Rev. Frank W.

Bible, D. D., Secretary for the Central District ; in 1931, Miss Helen

Kittredge and Miss Mary E. Moore, Board Secretaries.

Speer's Third Visit. Dr. Speer is the only Secretary of the Board to

h ive visited Korea three times. He and Dr. Kerr visited Taiku, Seoul and

Pyengyang. As Dr. Speer says in his report, the educational problems of the

Mission chiefly occupied their attention on this visit. Mr. Miliken spent

several weeks in Korea. Dr. McConaughy held conferences of three days or

more each in eight different centres ; the attendance of .Korean workers in

these conferences was from one hundred and fifty to eight hundred. His

book, “Money, the Acid Test” was translated into Korean and published in

a second edition before the conferences closed. Dr. and Mrs. McAfee and

Dr. Bible were the only representatives of the Board to visit Kangkei. As

yet no Board secretary has visited our Sinpin station in Manchuria.

Great Men and Women— Staunch Supporters of Korea Visit Us.

Since from the time of the Russo-Japan war, Korea has been on the highway
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of the Far East, many distinguished men and women have visited Korea.

Among them have been newspaper men, students of politics, scholars who
were interested in Oriental civilizations and religions,'missionaries, ministers,

laymen who wished to see the work of Missions, and tourists. Many noted

war correspondents and many mining engineers, (among them Herbert

Hoover) have visited this land. No attempt has been made to make a com-

plete list of all these visitors. A number of them have already been men-

tioned. A few others were the Hon. William Jennings Bryan, Dr. Sher-

wood Eddy, Dr. Samuel Sample, Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman and Charles M.
Alexander, Dr. Howard Agnew Johnston, S. D Gordon, Dr. George B.

Stewart, Fletcher Brockman, Dr. W. E. Parsons, Frank Buchman, John D.

Bockerfeller, Jr., Dr. Francis E. Clark and Mrs. Clark, W. T. Ellis, Dr. Robert

Dick Wilson, Dr. and Mrs. Harlan P. Beach, Dr. Henry Dosker, Dr. W. W.
White, Dr. John Timothy Stone, Dr. J. Cummings, L. Chirol (editor of the

London Times), Lord Kitchener, Canon Streeter, and the Bishop of London
;

William M. Danver, Mrs. J. Livingstone Taylor, Dr. Paul Monroe, Dr.

Raymond Hoobler, Dr. and Mrs. E. S. Loren, C. G. Trumbull, Rev. Paul

Martin, Dr. J. Harry Cotton, Dr. D. W. W. Fisher, Dr. W. E. Beidcrwolf,

Mr. Homer Rodeheaver and Dr. C. E. Bradt.

Korea Gets Large Share of Board’s Support. The statement has

been made in the past, and may still occasionally be heard from members of

our Mission, that "the Korea Mission has approximately one-third of all of

the work under the care of the Board and should therefore have approxi-

mately one-third of the Board’s appropriations, which it has not had.”

The Foreign Committee and Council in Board letter No. G29, June 26,

1923, clears all doubts regarding the support that our Board gives the Korea

Mission. "In comparison with other Missions, Korea has had large rein-

forcements.”

In this same Board letter, the Foreign Committee and Council has

prepared a table, showing that "Korea already has a larger budget and

missionary force than any other Mission in the world.” In numbers of

missionaries, Korea had in 1923, 151, while only one other Mission had ovt r

a hundred
; thirteen had over fifty and the remaining eleven under fifty. In

appropriations, Korea was allowed $271,982.48, while only three other

missions had budgets of over §200,000; twelve show a budget of $100,000

or over and the ten others under $100,000.

It should be strongly emphasized that the Board has been and is warmly

and sympathetically interested in the Korea Mission and has done every-

thing in its power to cooperate with it and gladly would have done more if

available resources in men and money had made more possible.
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law, wrote an account of the Great Revival
of 1907 in a small book entitled: The Korean
Pentecost - and Other Experiences on the
Mission Field .. This was published by the
Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyter-
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ulus an eight page inset of pictures and
a three page Epilogue. The last half of
the book, written by Dr. Hunt, portrays
the sufferings and martyrdom of some Kor-
ean Christians during the Japanese and
Post World War II periods.

7) I wrote an account of my father's in-
volvement in the so-called Conspiracy Case
in Shannon McCune

,
"The Testing of a Miss-

ionary: George Shannon McCune and the Korea
Conspiracy Case of 1910-1913”

,
Essays and

Papers
,
Soong Tun University, Seoul, Korea,

Volume 7, 1977, pp. 263-277. This is often
called the 105 Incident in Korea because of
the 105 persons brought to trial.

8) My father's relations to the Mansei or
Independence Movement of 1919 I described
in Shannon? McCune

,
"The Mansei Movement,.

March 1, 1919”, Colloquim Paper ,
No. 5,

Center for Korean Studies, University of
Hawaii, Honolulu, 1976, 39 pages'..

9) The Japanese Governor-General Ugaki ex-
tended greetings to the Celebration and held
a reception for those attending on July 2,

1934 at Government House. His laudatory
address is printed on page 8 of The fiftieth
Anniversary Celebration of the Korea Mission
of the Presbyterian Church in the TJ..S..A.- ,.

June 30 - July 3, 1934 ,
Se oul

, 1934 ,
236 p.
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10) Much has "been written on the Shrine
Issue and George Shannon McCune defended
his position eloquently in numerous art-
icles^ and letters written at then time.
One of his biographies lists a book:
Shinto is a Religion as having been writ-
ten by him in 1937, but I have not seen a
copy of this-- r hope to write on his in-
volvement in the Shrine Issue some time*
Allen D. Clark,, who did a thesis on this
topic at Princeton Theologicial Seminary
in 1939, has a brief chapter on "The Shin-
to Shrine Problem" in his bookr A History
of the Church in Korea

,
The Christian Lix-

erature Society of Korea, Seoul, 1971„ pp..
221-231 .

11) One of those who liked to hear Dr; Mo-
Cune tell stories was Richard H\ Faird

,
the

son of a pioneer missionary and1 himself a
missionary in Korea for many years;.. In his
excellent book on his father:- William' M.
Baird of Korea:- A Profile

,
Privately print-

ed, Oakland, California,. 1968,. 241 pages,
he notes on page 79:' "Dr. McCune was an
incomparable story teller with a wonderful
flair for the dramatic. His stories rigid-
ly followed two basic rules,-- they all had
some basis in fact and they improved each:

time they were told.."

12) L. CFeorge Paik in his- book, The History
of Protestant Missions in Korea, 1832-1910 ,-

1929, had a lengthy footnote on Rijutei on
page 70. This footnote was completely re-
written in the Second Edition based on new
information which had become available;; the
footnote is on page 78 of the Second Edition..

13) Helen Margaret McCune, after her grad-
uation from the College of Wooster in 1933,-
returned with her parents to Korea in the
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fall of 1933 and served as her father’s
English language secretary for a period*.
She subsequently attended Columbia Univer-
sity where she received her T/T.A.. in 1936*
In 1938 she married Kermit Hodge Jones and
led an active life as the wife of' a Presby-
terian pastor and the mother of four child-
ren. She died on January 7, 1984-

14) In October, 1933, a small three-by-
five inch booklet was printed as an invit-
ation to the Celebration. It was entitled’
The 80th Anniversary of the Chosen Mission
of the Presbyterian- Church in the U.. S - A ..

Seoul1

,
Korea, 22 pages'. It discusses7 "The

Six Cardinal Principles^’ of the Mission and
concludes with a brief account of "The Pres-
ent Situation" .. In this it states: "Amid
the unsettled political,, social and econ-
omic conditions throughout the Far East,
the Church is facing an unparalled? sit-
uation.. The young people throughout the
land are in open revolt against the cus-
toms and habits of the past, and are eager-
ly reaching out for anything new. Multitudes7

are being carried away by the tides of mater-
ialism and communism sweeping in from both
Japan and "Russia... ." This situation was of
obvious concern to those attending the Cele-
bration in 1934. A number of papers were'
given cn the religious, social and economic
problems facing the Church in this period..
They make interesting comparative reading
fifty years later..

15) George Shannon McCune’s personal approv-
al of the nationalistic ambitions of the
Korean peoole was well known to many Koreans -

The President of the Republic of Korea award-
ed to him posthumously on March 1,. 1963, the
Order of Merit for National Foundation Tan-
jang for rendering "distinguished service- to
the independence of our country"




